Book reviews
The Biochemical Response to Injury A Symposium organized by the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences. Edited by H B Stoner pp xi+467 illustrated 57s 6d Oxford: Blackwell ScientificPublications Ltd 1960 This book contains the proceedings of an International Symposium on the metabolic effects of injury held in September 1958 under the auspices of UNESCO and UNO. The eighteen papers provide up-to-date reviews of different aspects of the problem, for in addition to the author's own work generous references have been given. The discussions following the papers include much interesting and new material.
The response of the body to most forms of injury, including hemorrhage, ischaemia, fracture, bacteria and their products, heat and cold, but not radiation, is discussed. Some authors have investigated the problem at a cellular level while others have examined the effect of injury on the whole animal and have studied early pathological changes or post-mortem effects.
Most of the results reported refer to animal experiments which were designed to help in our understanding of the basic mechanisms underlying response to injury; these have necessitated the application of all the basic sciences. The response of man to surgical trauma is discussed with respect to protein, water and adrenal metabolism.
The book is well set out and should be of interest to all those concerned with this fundamental subject, whether they approach it from a medical or a scientific viewpoint.
Enzymes in Health and Disease
Edited by David M Greenberg MD) PhD and Harold A Harper PhD pp xvi +459 illustrated £5 16s Springfield, Ill: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 This volume records a course given in San Francisco in 1959 reviewing 'the current knowledge of the relationship of enzymes to the etiology, diagnosis and therapy of disease'. The contributions fall into three classes; the first is concerned with the fundamental aspects of enzymes and enzyme systems. It is one of the best general accounts of the subject read by this reviewer and includes a useful summary of the chemical properties of enzymes by Greenberg, and a particularly understandable account by Green and Fleischer of the pathways whereby food-stuffs are broken down to provide energy for cellular activities; this will be particularly appreciated by clinical workers. The valuable surveys by Quastel on the action of drugs on enzyme systems, by Villee on the interrelationships between enzymes and hormones, by Weinhouse on enzyme systems in tumour cells, should be read by all clinical enzymologists. The enzymological interpretation of the inborn errors of metabolism also receive full attention. The second class of contribution is concerned with the clinical aspects of enzyme measurements and the best are the critical articles on serum enzymes in cancer by Bodansky, and that on the diagnostic uses of enzymes by White. The third class of contribution, concerning therapy with enzymes, is the least impressive.
As is to be expected in a multi-author book, there is some overlap of subject matter and unevenness in level of presentation. Nevertheless, the standard of the contributions is high and the book will be of value, not only to laboratory workers concerned with clinical enzymology, but also to clinicians anxious to appreciate more fully the basis of the enzyme tests which are increasingly providing important information to aid diagnosis and therapy.
Queen Square and the National Hospital With a foreword by Sir Ernest Gowers GCB GBE pp x+1 12 illustrated 30s London: Edward Arnold (Publishers) Ltd (for the Chartered Society of 'Queen Square') 1960 This short but delightful book was published on the occasion of the centenary of the National Hospital. The author remains anonymous but there is a foreword by Sir Ernest Gowers, formerly Chairman of the hospital and son of one of the most illustrious of its physicians.
The book is an account of the history of the hospital and of the square in which it'stands. There are short biographical sketches of the Chandler family (to whose efforts the hospital owed its beginning), of some of the earlier medical staff and of two former residents of the square, Dr Burney and Nelly Farren. There are short accounts of some of the houses in the square with interesting notes on those who have occupied them. It is very well illustrated with photographs and drawings and with maps of the area from 1720 to the present. There is much interesting history in its pages both for medical men and those who wish to learn more, about a small part of London which has had an interesting past. This small book contains much useful information concerning serum chemistry and associated electrocardiographic abnormalities in certain forms of myocardial disease. The concept of nutritional heart disease resulting from dysprotein,emia which is secondary to disease of the liver and other organs is given prominence. However, this association remains unproven because abnormalities in electrolyte concentrations and other variables are difficult to assess in chronic heart disease. There is a good chapter on morphological changes in the myocardium associated with such conditions as sprue, diabetes and hepatic cirrhosis. This is an interesting book spoilt in places by indifferent and rather confusing English but there is a good bibliography.
Myocarditis
The Dynamics ofPsychiatric Drug Therapy Edited by G J Sarwer-Foner mD pp xxviii+624 illustrated £6 8s Springfield lll: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blcakwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 Psychoanalytic and psychodynamic formulations of ment4 illness are very much in the ascendant in North America, though much less so in Canada than in the U.S.A. The advent of the tranquillizers and antidepressant drugs in psychiatry was bound to impinge considerably on psychoanalytic theory and practice since so many patients can now be helped much more practically by simple medication than by years on the treatment couch. This is becoming as applicable to the neuroses as to the psychoses. A book like this was therefore almost bound to come. A group of psychoanalysts together with some of their critics met and discussed, among other things, how these drugs and their effects should be seen in psychodynamic terms, and to argue about their theoretical implications and uses from a psychoanalytic point of view.
The book shows the enormous amount of disagreement between various schools of psychiatry. Many may laugh at some of the absurdities which arise when rigid psychoanalytic theory is allowed to dominate empirical treatment practice. Some of the book's contents produced in the reviewer a deep sense of despair that so much ideological nonsense could be talked about drugs which are doing so much to help patients when skilfully used in ordinary medical practice. Fortunately, there were several persons at the conference who thought likewise, and some of the arguments make fascinating reading.
Roentgen Examinations in Acute Abdominal
Diseases By J Frimann-Dahl MD PhD 2nd ed pp xiv+518 illustrated £6 4s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 The second edition of this well-known radiological textbook has been thoroughly revised and brought up to date. The author is an acknowledged master of his subject and his unequalled wealth of experience is here distilled into a concise monograph of admirable clarity.
The desirability of close co-operation between surgeon and radiologist is stressed as being of particular value in this difficult field of acute abdominal disease, and there is a short but balanced appraisal of radiation hazard and clinical necessity.
The chapters dealing with volvulus and small bowel occlusion are particularly comprehensive and the radiographic signs of ruptured viscera, both hollow and solid, are neatly and accurately described.
No general radiologist should be without this book, and many surgeons will find it both interesting and useful. The line drawings are simple and clear and, although two of the X-ray plates are printed upside down, the illustrations are generally of a high standard. The profusion of illustrations renders the cost somewhat high for a book of this size, but it is unique in its own particular field and second to none. Ltd 1960 The new issue of the Medical Annual contains four special articles: J G Humble on bonemarrow transplantation, C E Drew on profound hypothermia in cardiac surgery, A G Leatham on auscultation of the heart and C F W Illingworth on the surgical treatment of peptic ulcer. This group of papers nicely combines the new and the well established. All are helpful reviews of recent work in important subjects which present many difficulties. The general layout is similar to that of previous editions and the standard is as high. It remains an extremely useful review of recent progress in most fields of medicine.
